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JANUARY CASE MEETING 
Tuesday, January  12th, 7:00 PM 
Westbrook Intermediate School 

302 W El Dorado Blvd., Friendswood, TX 77546 
If you were unable to make it to the Texas Association for the Gifted & Talented (TAGT) Conference in December, 
you don’t want to miss this meeting.  A representative from TAGT will share what TAGT is doing for gifted students 

in the state of Texas and CASE members who attended the conference will share some of what they learned. 
 

CASE Elementary Parent Social Luncheon 

Cafe Express on Wednesday, January 20 at 11:30 am 
Join CASE officers and other parents of elementary GT students for lunch. 

 

SUMMER EXPO 
Presented by the Southeast Gifted Co-op 
Saturday, February 6th, 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM 

University of Houston-Clear Lake 
Learn about summer opportunities available to your child and how your child can earn a scholarship for camp. 

 

2010 TAGT PARENT CONFERENCE 
Saturday, February 13th 

Hattie Mae White Educational Support Center (HISD Headquarters), 4400 W 18th St. in Houston 
Keynote speaker Dr. Rosina Gallagher, President of Supporting the Emotional Needs of the Gifted (SENG) 

 

Fifth Grade WAVE Tour 
January 21, 2010, Thursday, 9:00 AM – 1:00 PM 

Westbrook Intermediate Commons 
 

WAVE Parent Information Night 
January 28, 2010, Thursday, 7:00 PM 

Westbrook Intermediate Commons 
 

WAVE Tours for Interested Parents and Private School Students 
February 1, 2010 or February 5, 2010, 8:30-10:30 AM 

Westbrook Intermediate Commons 
Did you know? 

WAVE Teachers have regular Tuesday staff meetings and that our Teacher Appreciation 
Committee brought snacks for one of these after school meetings? 

Guess What?  They loved it!   It was a great way to show our appreciation and give them an 
extra bit of support and recognition.  We want to be able to do this on a regular basis, so 

please contact us CASE_gifted_children@yahoo.com if you are interested. 
 

If you would like to submit content for the CASE newsletter, please send an email to CASE_Gifted_Children@yahoo.com with ”Newsletter 
Submission” entered in the subject line 

mailto:CASE_gifted_children@yahoo.com
mailto:CASE_Gifted_Children@yahoo.com


 
 

 
Looking for engaging gift ideas for your GT child? 
Try these toys, software and games suggestions 

Retailers for many of these toys, games and software can be found on Hoagies shopping page (hoagiesgifted.org/shop.htm).  Purchases 
made through this page help support the Hoagies website, an invaluable resources for gifted parents and educators.   

 

Toys 
 

Zome building systems builds triangles to DNA strands, the smart new building toy.  Great math 

learning tool, too!  www.zometool.com/ 

 

Lego Mindstorms by Lego 

Legos and computers - a perfect combination for our children! Choose one of the first 2 kits if you don't 
have a PC or for younger kids; the rest allow PC programming of their Lego creations! 

 

Bedlam Cube 19,186 Solutions, and So Hard to Find Just One 

Thirteen bright pieces fit together to form a 4x4 cube.  Looks so deceptively simple... 
 

Fractiles-7 magnetic symmetry tiles by Fractiles) 

Make butterflies, snowflakes, optical illusions and more. Young minds will love learning about the 
different kinds of symmetry. Just start placing the tiles on the magnetic board.  Neat travel toy, too 

 

Software 

Descartes' Cove by Johns Hopkins Center for Talented Youth (6 CD set for gifted grades 6 through 8) 
In a leaky lifeboat, students survive an ocean storm and become marooned on a deserted island once 

inhabited by Rene Descartes. They discover his parchment notebook, pick up a map and other gear, and 
begin their journey through the island tunnels, volcanoes, underground rivers, jungles, abandoned mines, 
sunken ships and many more surprises. At each step, they solve increasingly difficult puzzles and math 

challenges, earn gold coins, and make entries in their own journal. As they master each math concept, they 
prepare to tackle the final quest...  

 
Everett Kaser Software (age 6 to adult!) runs on all ALL levels of Windows and now runs on Macs, too! 

Logic and puzzle games designed to stretch your mind, not the storage capacity of your hard disk or the 
speed of your CPU.  Sherlock, Honeycomb Hotel, Dinner with Moriarty, Hero's Hearts, Descartes Enigma, 
Floyd's Bumbershoot, Lunatile, Solitile, Knarly Mazes, and more... each different than the one before, but 
each tons of fun - there's a logic game for every learning style!  Check back regularly - not only updated 

versions of many favorites each year, but several new games each year!  My family recommends the full CD 
- includes all Kaser's games. 

 
Logical Journey of the Zoombinis by The Learning Company, ages 9 and up (age 5) 

Help the Zoombinis complete their journey by solving lots of different puzzles...  Also try Zoombinis Mountain 
Rescue and Zoombinis Island Odyssey 

 

 

 

http://hoagiesgifted.org/shop.htm
http://www.zometool.com/
http://www.fractiles.com/
http://cty.jhu.edu/cde/cove/
http://www.kaser.com/
http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00005LBVU?tag=thehoagiesgifted&link_code=as3&creativeASIN=B00005LBVU&creative=373489&camp=211189
http://www.amazon.com/dp/B0009MI0DI?tag=thehoagiesgifted&link_code=as3&creativeASIN=B0009MI0DI&creative=373489&camp=211189
http://www.amazon.com/dp/B0009MI0DI?tag=thehoagiesgifted&link_code=as3&creativeASIN=B0009MI0DI&creative=373489&camp=211189
http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00006RUZU?tag=thehoagiesgifted&link_code=as3&creativeASIN=B00006RUZU&creative=373489&camp=211189


Games 
 

Apples to Apples Junior 
 A wild, award-winning card and party game that provides instant fun for four to ten players. It's as 

easy as comparing Apples to Apples. Select the card from your hand that you think is best 
described by a card played by the judge. If the judge picks your card, you win that round. And 
everyone gets a chance to be the judge. Each round is filled with surprising and outrageous 

comparisons from a wide range of people, places, things, and events. 
 

SET 
Improve kids’ ability to find patterns and relationships in a random environment. To play, identify 3 
cards that form a “set” within a group of 12 cards. Sets are based on symbols’ shape, color, shade 

and quantity on each card. 81 cards and instructions. For 1 to 6 players www.setgame.com/ 
 

VisualEyes 
The 'What You See is What You Get' Game! 

Appealing to the visual learners, and everyone else.  Find words or phrases among the pictures 
 

 
Blokus or Blokus Trigon 

Take turns placing as many of their 21 geometric shapes on board as they can, but only the 
corners of their own pieces may touch. The real challenge comes toward the end of the 

game... 
 

Cranium Tin Edition (12 to adult) or Cranium Cadoo (7 and up) 
Spell a word backwards, hum a tune, answer a multiple-choice question, draw with your eyes closed, 
and more when you play Cranium, with 14 talent-tapping activities designed to bring out the best in 

you and your friends...  Cadoo is the funky fusion of tic-tac-toe, general knowledge, sculpting skill, 
and scavenger hunt designed for kids 

 
Muggins/Knock out 

Add, subtract, multiply, and/or divide three numbers together in any combination. Select the answer 
that builds your marble color into a run OR blocks your opponent’s run. Use all your cunning, skill, 

and luck to out-wit & out-bluff your opponents. From the casual to the highly competitive game 
enthusiast, MUGGINS!, with its multi-leveled play, is the perfect game to challenge both the 

individual and the entire family! www.mugginsmath.com/ 
 

Qwirkle 
A bit like dominoes with colors and shapes, Qwirkle is easy to learn, but hard to master.  Score big by 

matching both shape and color; the player with the most points wins... 

 

 

http://www.setgame.com/
http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00009XO8Q?tag=thehoagiesgifted&link_code=as3&creativeASIN=B00009XO8Q&creative=373489&camp=211189
http://www.mindwareonline.com/MWEstore/VP.aspx?id=%7b82275E83-AB75-48E1-8175-7E431B4CBB08%7d&SG=AA1011
http://www.amazon.com/dp/B000ERAIUG?tag=thehoagiesgifted&link_code=as3&creativeASIN=B000ERAIUG&creative=373489&camp=211189
http://www.amazon.com/dp/B00006DY0W?tag=thehoagiesgifted&link_code=as3&creativeASIN=B00006DY0W&creative=373489&camp=211189
http://www.amazon.com/dp/B000096QML?tag=thehoagiesgifted&link_code=as3&creativeASIN=B000096QML&creative=373489&camp=211189
http://www.mugginsmath.com/


 
 

 
 

FOR PARENTS AND EDUCATORS 
 

A great parenting method that is very useful with the social/emotional aspects of our gifted children and our 
parenting of gifted children involves  The Nurtured Heart Approach by Howard Glasser and others. 
 
There are several books on this approach: 

ü All Children Flourishing - Igniting the Greatness of Our Children  
The Inner Wealth Initiative - The Nurtured Heart Approach for Educators 
 

Raisin' Brains by Karen L.J. Isaacson  
A humorous look inside the home of 5 very gifted children... from the mom's point of view.  Prepare to have your funny 
bone tickled!  
 

FOR KIDS 
Surviving the Applewhites by Stephanie S. Tolan  

Newbery Honor title! When Jake Semple is kicked out of yet another school, the Applewhites, an eccentric family of 
artists, offer to let him live with them and attend their unstructured Creative Academy...  
 

Smart Talk: What Kids Say About Growing Up Gifted by Robert A. Shultz and James R. Delisle  
Hundreds of kids from around the world, ages 4 to 12, share their deepest, truest thoughts about about peers, families, 
school, and their futures.  Being gifted has its upside and downside, and the kids talk about both...   

 
 

 

 
Armand Bayou Winter Camp 

http://www.abnc.org/educational-programs/winter-camp.html 
¶ Winter camp is a three day experience for Pre-K through eighth grade 

¶ Campers will participate in exploration, survival activities, science and art in an outdoor learning environment 

¶ Prices for classes range from $80 - $180 depending on type and length of class. Members discounts 

¶ Call the Education Department at 281-474-2551x13 or x14 for details 

 

The Health Museum Winter Camp 
http://www.thehealthmuseum.org/ExportedSite/Programs/Schedule.htm 

 

 
 
 

Hands-on, interactive camp program for children ages 5 - 13. Camps meet daily from 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. After Camp Care is also 
available for working parents (3 p.m. - 5 p.m.).  For questions about camp, email camps@thehealthmuseum.org 

 

Winter Camp Zoofari 
http://www.houstonzoo.org/summercamp/  

December 28-31,9 am -  4 pm 
Camp Zoofari is an action-packed, hands-on day camp for kids ages 4-12. Kids learn about the natural world, wildlife 

conservation and the animals that call the Houston Zoo home.  Cost is $55 per day.  

 

The Houston Arboretum Winter Camp 
http://www.houstonarboretum.org/wintercamp.asp 

"A Sense of Nature" Monday, December 28 through Thursday, December 31 for kids ages 5 to 12 

Naturalists use a variety of different tools to explore the natural world, but rely most on the tools we are all born 
with - our senses.  Join us for 4 days of sensory exploration!  All Arboretum classes use our nature sanctuary as 

an outdoor classroom. Bring a lunch and a snack and be prepared to go outdoors! 
Camp Times & Cost: 

Half day: 9 a.m. to noon. (Limited spaces)- $100 (members), $125 (nonmembers) 
Full day: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. - $190 (members), $215 (nonmembers) 

  

http://www.amazon.com/dp/0910707545?tag=thehoagiesgifted&link_code=as3&creativeASIN=0910707545&creative=373489&camp=211189
http://www.amazon.com/dp/0064410447?tag=thehoagiesgifted&link_code=as3&creativeASIN=0064410447&creative=373489&camp=211189
http://www.amazon.com/dp/1575422050?tag=thehoagiesgifted&link_code=as3&creativeASIN=1575422050&creative=373489&camp=211189
http://www.abnc.org/educational-programs/winter-camp.html
http://www.thehealthmuseum.org/ExportedSite/Programs/Schedule.htm
http://www.thehealthmuseum.org/ExportedSite/Programs/&%3c09;&e7;&%3c05;&%3c08;&%3c16;&%3c11;&o8;&%3c09;&%3c01;&%3c09;&e8;&%3c01;&%3c14;&%3c15;&%3c04;&%3c05;&%3c12;&o4;&%3c16;&%3c04;&%3c01;&%3c04;&%3c01;&e7;&%3c08;&%3c16;&%3c04;&%3c09;&%3c17;&%3c15;&%3c01;&%3c17;&%3c09;&*6;&%3c11;&%3c14;&%3c03;
http://www.houstonzoo.org/summercamp/
http://www.houstonarboretum.org/wintercamp.asp


Join CASE Today! 
 

Your CASE membership helps to support gifted & talented training for the teachers in CCISD.  
The more CCISD teachers understand about gifted children and how they learn, the better 
education we can offer our children.  Last year CASE members dues contributed to a $1000 
donation to the CCISD GT Department for teacher training. 

  

CASE is a support and advocacy group for parents, teachers and other supporters of gifted education within the Clear Creek 
Independent School District (CCISD).  The parent, teacher and community membership of CASE has been instrumental in not 
only maintaining the valuable gifted programming within CCISD but in contributing to the expansion and improvement of these 
services in a time when financial constraints have cut gifted programming in Texas and across the nation.   
 

Membership in CASE is a great investment in gifted education at only $10 per school year for the entire family.   
 

Communicate ï  
CASE communicates current news and events that impact gifted children within CCISD through the CASE website, meetings, 
and parent/teacher network. 
 

Advocate ï 
CASE is the parent interface with the district to advocate for gifted programs throughout the district.  CASE was instrumental in 
the development of the WAVE program as well as contributing to other positive changes in gifted programming within the 
district.  CASE also helps to equip parents to more effectively advocate for their children. 
 

Support ï 
Raising a gifted child is no easy task.  There are social, emotional, and educational challenges at every stage.  CASE serves as 
a support group to provide parents a venue to interact and learn from other parents of gifted children. 
 

Educateð 
CASE endeavors to provide educational benefits to parents, educators, and students.   Valuable information and resources are 
available through regular meetings and the website.     In addition, teachers across the district are 
supported with funding for continuing gifted education.  
 

www.casegiftedchildren.org case_gifted_children@yahoo.com 

 
CASE MEMBERSHIP FORM 

Date:  _________________    N ew Membership _________    Renewal ________     Check Number __________    or  Cash _________ 

  

Name 

Address 

City, State, Zip  

Phone 

Email 

Student Name(s)/Grade Level(s)/School(s) Attending 

To join please complete the form and mail it, along with your check for $10, to: 

CASE for Gifted Children, Katie Raterink, Treasurer, 5306 Kingsmill Rd., Friendswood,TX 77546 
 


